


MINUTES OF THE SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
held at 7.30 pm on 16th SEPTEMBER 2025
in ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS’ CHURCH, NENE WAY, SUTTON


Members of the Council Present:-
Councillors Anne Bodily, Mick Grange, Peter Lee (Chair), and Deirdre McCumiskey (Clerk)

In Attendance:-
Two Members of the Public 


1.	Apologies for Absence
There were apologies for absence from Mike Caskey, Antony Eager and Gavin Elsey.

2.	Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.	Approval of the Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th July 2025 were approved. 

4.	Updates on Items
a)	  Recreation Field and Parish Habitat 
· The Chair said Jamie of Nene Park Trust will be undertaking the annual mow of the long grass in the Recreation Ground at no charge.
·  Despite the hot weather of the early summer, the trees are surviving well.
· The hedging plants are not looking in a good condition so may need to be pruned, re-planted and the nettles sprayed off.

b)	A47 Update
· Cllr Grange said that the outstanding details of the original project are being closed and property and land that was compulsory purchased is being offered back to its original owners.
· Cllr Grange attended a meeting at Sacrewell along with Sam Carling, MP, other Parish Councillors and other interested bodies to discuss the safety concerns along the A47 that will remain now that the plans to dual the A47 between Wansford and Sutton have been dropped.  The Parish Councillors expressed disappointment that over £10 million had been spent on preparing for the dualling of the A47.  The consensus was that it was unlikely that National Highways would undertake any safety work on the A47, but a further meeting is planned to pursue the concerns.  The Chair and Cllr Grange had met with the Engineering Safety Manager on 12th September 2025 and he had indicated it would take 2 – 3 years for any safety work to be undertaken.  However, there is an emergency process that can be evoked.  Crash Maps have data which shows all incidents on the A47 from the start of the project until 2024.  They show that there have been two deaths during this time.  The Engineering Safety Manager has agreed to send the up-to-date data to the Parish Council.  An Experimental Order can be commenced but, if funds cannot be raised, the next release of monies is not until 2026.

c)	Peterborough Cycle West 
Cllr Grange reported that there has been no change, but some pipework has been started to ensure the application is kept ‘live’.   Peterborough Cycle West has no funds to undertake further work on the project currently.

d)	Sutton Neighbourhood Plan 
Simon Scriven said that the group had met to work on the responses to 4. g) below.  The group is due to meet with Kate Wood, the Planning Consultant a week before the Planning Committee meet which is at 1.30 pm on 21st October 2025.  Some work has been undertaken on the website (Limited Access page).  There is some doubt as to whether the Draft Local Plan will be published due to plans to create three unitary councils across Peterborough and Cambridgeshire.  Simon was thanked for his report.

e)	Neighbourhood Watch 
Cllr Bodily had no updates but asked that all residents are vigilant now that the evenings are becoming darker earlier.

f)	  Sale of Garden Extension Allotment Land
The Chair confirmed that matters were progressing between the Parish Council’s solicitor and the buyer’s solicitor at 11a.  Negotiations are taking place regarding the rear of No. 6.

g)	24/01440/FUL - Change of use of land to cemetery including ceremony building, maintenance building, car parking and soft landscaping at land to the South of Old Peterborough Road, Sutton 
   This had already been covered under 4. d) above.  Kate Wood has suggested that residents should be encouraged to attend the meeting.  Mick will send the details of the meeting to residents.

 5.    To Note the Following Planning Applications:
a) 25/00762/CTR Cherry Tree – Fell at 6 Graeme Road, Sutton - Permitted
b) 25/00761/CTR – Ash (Sgl/481208)  Removal due to proven damage to nearby structure at 11 Manor Road, Sutton - Permitted
c) 25/00875/CTR - (T1) Removal of willow tree at 12 & 14 Graeme Road, Sutton – Permitted
d) 25/00900/CTR T1- Leyland Cypress - Fell, T.2 - Bay - Reduction of up to 2m to reshape at 14 Nene Way, Sutton – Permitted

 6.     Finance 
a) Accounts for Payment:
       Clerk’s Salary & HMRC (May & June) (£420.00)
Bank Charges (July & August) £16.00
   Eon (July & August) £34.16 net, £35.87 gross
Hegarty’s £418.00 net, £501.60 gross
Nurture £390.00 net, £468.00 gross

b) i)    Grants: Spreadsheet (already circulated)
ii)   Lovers’ Lane Reading Room and Village Storage – Mick is tracking grants but many of the grants require a contribution from the Parish Council, so he is waiting until the sale of the Garden Extension Allotments is finalised.

7.	Correspondence
a)	 Various CAPALC Bulletins 

8.	Village Events
The social event with live music held at Manor Farm was a great success and enjoyed by all those who had been able to attend.  The Chair had given a talk to two U3A Visiting Church Groups who had visited the church and the village.  Over £300 had been raised for the church.  The Harvest Festival takes place on 28th October 2025, and it will be the last event with Shilo, the curate as he is leaving to join another parish.  The Christmas Drinks’ Evening will take place on 7th December 2025 in the church.  The Village Quiz will take place on 30th January 2026.

9.	Matters for Consideration
a)   IT Policy – it was agreed to see if there is a template that the Parish Council can use.
b)  Cllr Grange reported that the fly-tipping at Muckhole Corner has been removed following some to-ing and fro-ing between himself, PCC and Aragon as to whom is responsible for this area.

10.     Public Forum
Cllr Grange reported that the amount of dog foul in the village is appalling.  It was agreed to look at installing a notice in the Recreational Ground.  The Chair said some of it was likely to be foxes’ foul.

11.    Confidential Item 
a)  Review of Agricultural Tenancies – the Clerk will check with Cllr Grange when his report has been finalised.

12.    Date of Next Meeting:   7.30 pm on 18th November 2025.  
	



