


MINUTES OF THE SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
held at 7.30 pm on 18th NOVEMBER 2025
in ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS’ CHURCH, NENE WAY, SUTTON


Members of the Council Present:-
Councillors Anne Bodily, Mike Caskey, Antony Eager, Mick Grange, Peter Lee (Chair), and Deirdre McCumiskey (Clerk)

In Attendance:-
Five Members of the Public, Gavin Elsey (Ward Councillor)


1.	Apologies for Absence
There were apologies for absence from Simon Scriven and Keith Strong.

2.	Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.	Approval of the Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th September 2025 were approved. 

4.	Updates on Items
a)	  Recreation Field and Parish Habitat 
The hedge along the riverside is partly laid and is sprouting so it will need its first trim.  The Chair and Mike Caskey have completed two-thirds of the hedge work in the new churchyard.

b)	A47 Update
Cllr Grange said he had nothing to report except he is waiting to hear of any planned safety measures or temporary safety measures to be evaluated to see if they save any accidents.  Between 2017-2024 there were sixty-four reported accidents.  Sam Carling, MP, is still pushing Heidi Alexander, Secretary of State for Transport for special funds to be given to National Highways for this purpose.

c)	Peterborough Cycle West 
Cllr Grange reported that there has been no change, but some pipework has been started to ensure the application is kept ‘live’.   Peterborough Cycle West has no funds to undertake further work on the project currently.

d)	Sutton Neighbourhood Plan 
The Sutton Neighbourhood Plan Group has spent several weeks discussing the Planning Application 24/01440/FUL and is now awaiting the Draft Peterborough Local Plan to be published in the New Year.   Three members of Thornhaugh Parish Council were in attendance to learn about the Sutton Neighbourhood Plan as they wish to considered initiating a Neighbourhood Plan for Thornhaugh.  A copy of our initial survey questionnaire and the results paper to be sent to Thornhaugh Parish Council.

e)	Neighbourhood Watch 
Cllr Bodily has completed a NW Survey and asked for a greater police presence in the village.  NW recommends ERA Home Security as the company from which to purchase sensors and other safety equipment.

f)	  Sale of Garden Extension Allotment Land
The Chair said that following Alan Lee’s death, the plan to sell No. 11a is on hold until after his funeral.  However, the plan to sell No. 6 is ongoing.

 5.    To Note the Following Planning Applications:
a)   25/01259/HHFUL - Demolition of existing outbuildings, erection of two storey rear extension, part single storey rear extension, replacement of flat roof with lean to (mono pitch) roof, single storey lean-to side extension, construction of car port and store and widening of the driveway access at 8 Nene Way, Sutton – Awaiting Decision.  Support.
b)	25/01339/TRE - (Red) Removal of self-seeded sycamore adjacent to retaining wall (24/00010/TPO) at The Grange, 15 Nene Way, Sutton – Awaiting Decision.  We agreed not to object to the loss of the tree.
c)	25/01475 (sgl/147800) Willow tree re-pollard to previous points at Orchard House  17 Graeme Road, Sutton – Awaiting Decision. Support and comment that next time the Willow tree is re-pollarded, it needs to be re-balanced as well.
d)	24/01440/FUL - Change of use of land to cemetery including ceremony building, maintenance building, car parking and soft landscaping at land to the south of Old Peterborough Road, Sutton – Objections already submitted.  This was discussed at length, including the meetings that had been held on 14th November 2025 when the Chair, Cllr Grange, Cllr Caskey and Keith Strong (Sutton Neighbourhood Plan Group) had met with PCC Head of Planning and staff from PCC Burial Services. The following issues were discussed;  availability and sharing of burials information, burial rates and demand, and the initial thoughts of the PCC on the need for further burial facilities to meet city-wide burial needs into the future. We discussed the other issues which we wanted to see reflected in reasons for refusal (disproportionate size, minerals safeguarding, agricultural land quality, highway matters and the recent objection from the Environment Agency).  It was agreed to endorse Kate Wood’s comments of 5th November 2025.  Keith Strong had drawn up additional comments, and they will be used as a supplement/addendum to Eddison’s comments as appropriate.

 6.     Finance 
a) Accounts for Payment:
     Clerk’s Salary & HMRC (Sept & Oct) £420.00
     Eon (Sept & Oct) £34.16 net, £35.96
     Nurture £390 net, £468 gross
     Creative Marketing £19.99
     Anglian Water £19.44

Income – Precept £5,889.75

b)  Grants: 
    i)    Spreadsheet (already circulated)
    ii)   Lovers’ Lane Reading Room and Village Storage – No Update 

c)  Precept 2026-2027
              The Clerk will redistribute the information that she had already circulated to the Parish Councillors for their input, review and comments but it was noted that in 2024, Cllr Grange had  suggested a 5% inflation increase plus £1,000 claw back to cover legal fees over 4 years if the land sale does not go ahead.  The final submission to Peterborough City Council is due before the end of the year. 

7.	Correspondence
a)	 Various CAPALC Bulletins 

8.	Village Events
· 27th-29th November 2025 – Wreath Making in the church.  Donations to the church
· 7th  December 2025 – Christmas Drinks (Cllr Bodily volunteered to organise the food)
· 15th December 2025 – Carol Singing in the village.  Meg Lee will choose this year’s charity
· 17th December 2025 – Christmas Carol Service in the church
· 30th January 2026 – Sutton Quiz

9.	Matters for Consideration
       a)  Meeting Dates 2026 – 20th January, 17th March, 19th May (APM & AGM), 21st July, 15th  September and 17th November 2026 – agreed.
       b)  Peterborough Local Plan: Comments on SHELAA Addendum Sites – the Chair reported that there are three sites of interest are Ailsworth (250 homes), Ailsworth (45 homes) and Castor (70 homes). The Parish Councillors agreed to support Ailsworth Parish Council’s  views and add their own comments about the loss of the countryside, etc.
c)	Huntingdonshire District Council Draft Local  Plan – it was agreed not to make any comments as the nearest potential planning development to Sutton at Sibson has now been withdrawn.

10.     Public Forum
a)  Cllr Grange reported that the amount of dog foul in the village is appalling.  It was agreed to look at installing a notice in the Recreational Ground.  The Clerk will put this onto the agenda for the next meeting.
b)  Cllr Grange will distribute a report on the Review of the Agricultural Tenancy to be discussed at the next meeting (In Confidence).
c)	Cllr Eager said the Parish Council needs to purchase new pads for the defibrillator.  He will pass the details onto the Clerk so that she can order them.

11.    Date of Next Meeting:   7.30 pm on 20th January 2026
 




