


MINUTES OF THE SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
held at 7.30 pm on 20th January 2026
in ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS’ CHURCH, NENE WAY, SUTTON


Members of the Council Present:-
Councillors Anne Bodily, Mike Caskey, Antony Eager, Mick Grange, Peter Lee (Chair), and Deirdre McCumiskey (Clerk)

In Attendance:-
Two Members of the Public


1.	Apologies for Absence
There were apologies for absence from Gavin Elsey (PCC Ward Councillor)

2.	Declarations of Interest
Cllr Bodily declared an interest in 12. as she rents the South Allotment and a Garden Allotment from Sutton Parish Council.

3.	Approval of the Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th November 2025 were approved. 

4.	Clerk’s Resignation and Replacement
The Clerk had resigned from her post due to ill-health and will leave on 31st March 2026.  The Chair has the Clerk’s Job Description and Contract of Employment but both of need updating.  The Chair and Cllr Grange will meet to discuss these.  It was mooted that an Interim Clerk may need to be recruited to ensure there is a handover of paperwork should a new Clerk not be in position by 1st April 2026.	

5.	Updates on Items
a)	  Recreation Field and Parish Habitat 
The Chair confirmed that the new equipment has been purchased and is currently being stored in two garages.

b)	A47 Update
Cllr Grange said he had organised a meeting with National Highways on 23rd January 2026 at Sacrewell.  This meeting will be attended by other Parish Councils and interested organisations such as Cycle West.  He is still pushing Sam Carling, MP who has not returned his calls recently.

c)	Peterborough Cycle West 
	  Cllr Caskey gave an update on Peterborough Cycle West’s current situation and plans.

d)	Sutton Neighbourhood Plan 
Simon Scriven gave an update on the Sutton Neighbourhood Plan.  He had met with Paul Whybrow and Mike Kealey of Thornhaugh Parish Council as they are in the process of starting at Neighbourhood Pla.

e)	Neighbourhood Watch 
Cllr Bodily reported on a hare coursing gathering at Southorpe recently.  There had been a large police presence, and several vans had been seized.  Cllr Grange had noticed some blue paint markings near to his house.  Cllr Bodily had said that a few years ago the police had told her that this indicated the presence of a dog at the property.  Cllr Grange will report this to the police.

f)	  Sale of Garden Extension Allotment Land
The Chair said that following Alan Lee’s death, the plan to sell the plot behind No. 11a is on hold.  He will contact Meg Lee at the end of the month to see if she has decided.  
However, the plan to sell the land rented by No. 6 is ongoing.  Members of the Council considered the points made in Mr Porter’s e-mail of 8th September 2025 and agreed the Council’s negotiating position in relation to sale price and contribution to its legal costs.
The Parish Council has also been advised to require that a purchaser meets our legal fees in a sale transaction.  It is prepared to set this aside in the interests on not complication any contractual agreement.

The Parish Council also been advised that a covenant should be placed on the sale to restrict the use to garden only and ‘the absolute prevention of any development or building’.  It feels this is unduly onerous. It does not wish to restrict his rights to ‘permitted development’ (ie development not requiring planning permission) which apply to the curtilage of a dwelling house in planning regulations. However, a suitable form of covenant wording would need to be devised to ensure that in the future if a development is proposed which significantly enhances the value of the property (eg a separate or additional dwelling) it will be able to obtain a fair proportion of the enhanced value. Obviously, a suitable form of wording would need to be devised and agreed.


 6.    To Note the Following Planning Applications:
a)   25/01259/HHFUL - Demolition of existing outbuildings, erection of two storey rear extension, part single storey rear extension, replacement of flat roof with lean to (mono pitch) roof, single storey lean-to side extension, construction of car port and store and widening of the driveway access at 8 Nene Way, Sutton – Approved
b)	25/01339/TRE - (Red) Removal of self-seeded sycamore adjacent to retaining wall (24/00010/TPO) at The Grange, 15 Nene Way, Sutton – Approved
c)	24/01440/FUL - Change of use of land to cemetery including ceremony building, maintenance building, car parking and soft landscaping at land to the south of Old Peterborough Road, Sutton – Objections already submitted.  (Note: On 22nd January 2026, the Parish Council was informed that this Planning Application has been withdrawn). 

 7.     Finance 
a) Accounts for Payment:
       Clerk’s Salary & HMRC (Nov&Dec) £420.00
       Eon (Nov&Dec) £34.19 gross, £35.90
Nurture £390 net, £468 gross
Creative Marketing £220.00
Eddisons £1,762.50 net, £2,115 gross
Eddisons £1,500 net, £1,800 gross
Chandlers £2,799.36 net, £3,315.65 gross
Vision ICT £1135.38 net, £162.26 gross
Newflame £112.08 net, £134.50 gross
Anglian Water £19.22

b)  Grants: 
    i)    Spreadsheet (already circulated)
    ii)   Lovers’ Lane Reading Room and Village Storage – No Update 

8.	Correspondence
a)	 Various CAPALC Bulletins 

9.	Village Events
· 31st January 2026 – Sutton Quiz
· The Christmas Carol Singing had raised £720, and, with the addition of Gift Aid, the final total was £960 which had been sent to the Brompton Hospital.
· Simon Scriven confirmed he would be happy to host a Village Event in the summer.
· The boiler control in the church needs replacing.  It was agreed to ask if the Sutton 49s would contribute to 50% of the cost (the church paying the other 50%).  It was agreed that it would be helpful if the Sutton 49s published information on what recent funding had been spent on.

10.	Matters for Consideration
       a)  Notice in the Recreation Ground re dog mess. It was agreed by a majority not to pursue this. 
       b)  Defibrillator – the current Defibrillator cabinet is now fixed to mains electricity.  However, it seems that provision of new pads etc for the defibrillator itself is no longer supported, and the Clerk has not been able to purchase replacement batteries or pads.  Cllr Eager will investigate which other companies supply Defibrillators.  The Sutton 49s may be approached to help fund a new Defibrillator.
       c)  Request for permission to undertake metal detecting in the village.  The Clerk will re-send the email to the Chair who will deal with it.

11.    Public Forum
        a)  A resident complained about the state of his drive after works have been undertaken by CityFibre.  He will report this to PCC.

12.    Land Rental Prices Increases Review
	Cllr Grange had circulated a report on current agricultural rents.as a review of the rent currently paid by the farmer.  It was agreed that his rent should be increased from £100 to £200 per annum.  He will draft a letter for the Clerk to send to the farmer.  

	Cllr Bodily left the meeting at this point.

	The Chair had circulated a report reviewing the rents currently paid for the South Allotments and Garden Extension Allotments.    It was agreed that these rents should be increased to £60 p.a. for a full allotment and £30 p.a. for half size based on the Chair’s recommendations. 

  It was agreed that for 2026-2027 the basis for rental of the North and South Allotment paddocks should be on a fixed price basis specified by the Parish Council rather than an offer based one, and with tenants responsible for grass maintenance. Cllr Grange agreed to review and report further the condition of fencing and future boundary protection, length of tenancies etc. .

13.    Date of Next Meeting:   7.30 pm on 17th March 2026
	



